
Heath Lane Nursery School - Structured Stories Core Texts 

Immersion Phase - Imitation Phase - Innovation Phase 

Aims: Enjoyment of texts. Core vocabulary learning. Retelling of simple events and stories. Using five sentence story structure. 

Autumn Term   
 
 

Settling in at beginning of the 
year 

The Enormous Turnip 
Irene Yates 

 
enormous, budge, heave, 

decide supper, turnip 

Rosie’s Walk 
Pat Hutchins 

 
over, under, around, through, 

past, across 

The Gruffalo 
Julia Donaldson 

 
terrible, tusk, sneak, knobbly, 

roasted, poisonous 
Spring Term  

Cycle A 
Lubna And Pebble 
Wendy Meddour 

 
pebble, clutch, flap, underneath, 

beam, tight 

The Three Little Pigs 
Mara Alperin 

 
teeny-tiny, cottage, beware, 

boiling, bricks, chimney 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Eric Carle 

 
cocoon, moth, chrysalis, 

butterfly, caterpillar, hungry 

Farmer Duck 
Martin Waddell 

 
lazily, weeding, harvested, waggle, 

clattered, furiously 
Summer Term  

Cycle A 
Where The Wild Things Are 

Maurice Sendak 

 
mischief, wild, private, rumpus, 

gnash, supper 

Jack And the Beanstalk 
Penguin Books 

 
poor, magic, strange, 

beanstalk, giant/giantess, 
cleaver 

Lost and Found 
Oliver Jeffers 

 
south pole, harbour, horn, 
delighted, realised, search 

Somebody Swallowed Stanley 
Sarah Roberts 

 
swept, tentacles, jellyfish, tugged, 

creature, ocean 
  



Spring Term 
Cycle B 

The Snowy Day  
Ezra Jack Keats 

 
crunch, drag, track, snowball, 

adventure, dream 

The Runaway Chapatti 
Susan Price 

 
chapatti, frying, thin, bank 
(river), bank (money), tea 

The Ugly Duckling 
Mara Alperin & Sue Eastland 

 
creature, tease, embarrass, 
elegant, graceful, dazzling 

Owl Babies 
Martin Waddell 

 
trunk, brave, suppose, swoop, 

branch, thoughtful 
Summer Term  

Cycle B 
We’re Going On A Bear Hunt 

Micheal Rosen 

 
oozy, narrow, gloomy, wavy, 

deep, googly 

Handa’s Surprise 
Eileen Brown 

 
delicious, ripe, surprise, 
village, wonder, tangy 

The 3 Billy Goats Gruff 
Mara Alperin 

 
snarl, meadow, trot, brambles, 

valley, slobber 

Magic Beach 
Alison Lester 

 
invincible, moat, ferry, dazzle, 

navigate, beacon 
 

 

Heath Lane Nursery School - Additional Texts 

Shark in the Park 
Nick Sharratt 

Supports visit to park 

10 things I can do to help my 
world  

Melanie Walsh 

 
Sustainability 

We’re going on a Lion Hunt 
Eileen Brown 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diversity (linked to We’re 
going on a Bear Hunt) 

Supertato: Carnival Catastro-
Pea! 

Sue Hendra 

 
Carnivals, Festivals, Lent and 

Pancake Day 

Hairy Maclary from 
Donalson’s Dairy 

Lynley Dodd 

 
Phase 1 Phonics: Aspect 4 

Rhythm and Rhyme 
 



 

 
Heath Lane Nursery School - Enrichment Texts for Story Time 

 
Autumn Term  Spring Term  Summer Term  

All are Welcome  
Alexandra Penfold  

   

A Superhero Like You   
Dr Ranj  

  

A Dark Dark Tale  
Ruth Brown  

  

Hats of Faith    
Medeia Cohan  

  

Aaaarrggghh Spider!  
Lydia Monnks  

  

On the Way Home   
Jill Murphey  

  

Maisy Goes to The 
Museum   

Lucy Cousins   

   

Room on a Broom  
Julia Donaldson   

  

Luna’s New Year  
Yim, Natasha Wang  

  

Rain Before Rainbows 
Smriti Prasadam-Halls

 

So Much  
Trish Cooke  

  

The Day the Crayons 
Quit  

Drew Daywalt  

  
Pink is for Boys!   
Rob Pearleman  

   

Suddenly! 
Colin McNaughton  

  

Wherever Next  
Jill Murphey  

  

The Proudest Blue  
Ibtihaj Muhammed  

  

Mr Gumpy’s Outing  
 John Burningham  

  

The Koala Who Could  
Rachel Bright  

  

  



My Hair  
Hannah Lee   

   

Giraffes Can’t Dance  
Giles Andreae  

  

My Red Hat  
Rachel Stubbs  

  

Five Minutes Peace  
Jull Murphey  

  

Invisible   
Tom Percival   

  

Never Show a T-Rex a 
Book   

Rashmi Sirdeshpandi  

  
The Same but Different 

Too   Karl Newson  

  

It’s Diwali   
Kabir Sehgal  

  

My Magic Family  
Lotto Jeffs  

  

Small Stanley’s Big List of 
Scary Stuff     

Angie Morgan  

  

Smartest Giant in Town  
Julia Donaldson  

  

The Book with No 
Pictures  

 B.J. Novak  

  

The Bad Tempered 
Ladybird   
Eric Carle  

  

One Snowy Night  
Nick Butterworth  

  

Chicken Clicking 
Tony Ross  

  

Rainbow Fish  
Marcus Pfister  

  

Silly Billy  
Anthony Browne  

  

Dogger  
Shirley Hughes  

  
A Great Big Cuddle 

Michael Rosen 

 

Blow a Kiss. Catch a Kiss. 
Joseph Coelho 

 
 

People Need People 
Benjamin Zephaniah 

 
 

Zim Zam Zoom 
James Carter 

 
 

Poems Out Loud! 
Ladybird 

 

Boing! A Bouncy Book of 
Bugs 

James Carter 

 

  


